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Reading Aloud to Children

Taken from Huck, Charlotte. Children's Literature in the Elementary School, p. 634‑635.

Techniques for Reading Aloud 

Effective oral reading is an important factor in capturing children's interest. Some teachers can make almost any story sound exciting; others plod dully through. The storyteller's voice, timing, and intonation patterns should communicate the meanings and mood of the story. Conversation should be read naturally, and volume varied with the content of the story. Humor, mystery, and disgust can all be communicated through the tone of the reader's voice. To read effectively, the teacher should be familiar with the story and communicate his or her enthusiasm for the book. It is good for children to see teachers moved by a story. One teacher of our acquaintance says he has never yet been able to finish Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls without shedding a tear. Others find White's Charlotte's Webb or Paterson's Bridge to Terabithia equally hard to finish. Literature should communicate feelings, real feelings. A well‑read story can move us to tears or laughter.

The Resources for Teaching box "Effective Practices for Reading Aloud" may prove useful. Check the list before selecting and reading a story to a whole class.

Storytelling

Storytelling provides for intimate contact and rapport with the children. No book separates the teacher from the audience. The story may be modified to fit group needs. A difficult word or phrase can be explained in context. For example, in telling the story of The Three Wishes by Paul Galdone, you could quickly explain that "black pudding" is another word for sausage before continuing the story. Stories can be personalized for very young children by substituting their names for those of the characters. Such a phrase as "and, David, if you had been there you would have seen the biggest Billy Goat Gruff . . ." will redirect the child whose interest has wandered. The pace of the story can be adapted to the children's interests and age levels.

	Resources for Teaching

Effective Practices for Reading Aloud



	1.
Select a story appropriate to the developmental age of the children and their previous exposure to literature.


	9.
Read the book first so you are familiar with the content.



	2.
Determine whether you will share the book with the whole class, a small group, or an individual child.


	10.
Seat the children close to you so all can see the pictures.



	3.
Select books that will stretch children's imaginations, extend their interests, and expose them to fine art and writing.


	11.
Hold the book so children can see the pictures at their eye level.

	4.
Read a variety of types of books to capture the interests of all.



	12.
Communicate the mood and meaning of the story and characters with your voice.



	5.
Remember that favorite stories should be reread at the primary level.


	13. Introduce books in various ways:


Through a display.


Through a brief discussion about the author or illustrator.


 By asking children to predict what the story will be about through looking at the cover and interpreting the title.


 By linking the theme, author, or illustrator to other books children know.



	6.
Plan to read aloud several times a day.


	14.
Encourage older children to discuss the progress of the story or predict the outcome at the end of the chapter.



	7.
Select a story that you like so you can communicate your enthusiasm.


	15.
Help children to link the story with their own experiences or other literature.



	8.
Choose a story or chapter that can be read in one session.


	16.
Keep a list of the books read aloud to the whole class that can be passed on to their next teachers.


Suggested Books to Read Aloud

Infant, 1, 2, 3 Years


Barton, Byron. Trucks. Crowell, 1986.

Brown, Margaret Wise. Goodnight Moon. Illustrated by Clement Hurd. Harper & Row, 1947.

Burningham, John. The Blanket. Candlewick, 1994.

Carle, Eric. The Very Lonely Firefly. Philomel, 1995.

Carlstrom, Nancy White. Jessie Bear, What Will You Wear? Illustrated by Bruce Degen. Macmillan, 1986.

Cooke, Trish. So Much. Illustrated by Helen Oxenbury. Candlewick, 1994.

Cousins, Lucy. Za‑Za's Baby Brother. Candlewick, 1995.

Fleming, Denise. Barnyard Banter. Holt, 1994.

Ford, Meila. Little Elephant. Photographs by Tana Hoban. Greenwillow, 1994.

Fox, Mem. Time for Bed.  Illustrated by Jane Dyer. Harcourt Brace, 1993.

Game, S. T. One White Sail: A Caribbean Counting Book. Illustrated by Lisa Etre. Simon & Schuster, 1994.

Hayes, Sarah. Clap Your Hands. Illustrated by Toni Gaffe. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1988.

Henkes, Kevin. The Biggest Boy. Illustrated by Nancy Tafuri. Greenwillow, 1995.

Hill, Eric. Where's Spot? Putnam, 1980.

Hoban, Tana. 1, 2, 3. Greenwillow, 1985.

Johnson, Angela. Mama Bird, Baby Birds. Illustrated by Rhonda Mitchell. Orchard, 1994.

McDonell, Flora. I Love Boats. Candlewick, 1995.

Mahurin, Tim. Jeremy Kooloo. Dutton, 1995.

Ormerod, Jan. To Baby with Love. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1994.

Oxenbury, Helen. Working. Candlewick, 1995.

Paterson, Bettina. My First Wild Animals. Harper & Row, 1989.

Raschka, Chris. Can't Sleep. Orchard, 1995.

Sturges, Philemon. Ten Flashing Fire Flies. Illustrated by Ana Vojtech. North‑South, 1995.

Tafuri, Nancy. Have You Seen My Duckling? Greenwillow, 1984.

Watanabe, Shigeo. How Do I Put It On? Philomel, 1979.

3, 4, 5 Years


Anholt, Catherine, and Laurence Anholt. What Makes Me Happy? Candlewick, 1995.

Asbjornsen, Peter Christian, and Jorgen E. Moe. The Three Billy Goats Gruff. Illustrated by Marcia Brown. Harcourt Brace, 1957.

Bang, Molly. Ten, Nine, Eight. Greenwillow, 1983.

Barton, Byron. The Little Red Hen. Harper Collins, 1994.

Brown, Craig. Tractor. Greenwillow, 1995.

Burningham, John. Mr. Grumpy's Outing. Holt, 197 1.

Carle, Eric. The Very Hungry Caterpillar. Philomel, 1986 (1969).

Ehlert, Lois. Feathers for Lunch. Harcourt Brace, 1990.

Fox, Mem. Koala Lou. Illustrated by Pamela Lofts. Harcourt Brace, 1989.

Galdone, Paul. The Three Bears. Clarion, 1979.

Hale, Sarah Josepha. Mary Had a Little Lamb. Illustrated by Sally Mavor. Orchard, 1995.

Harper, Isabelle. My Cats Nick and Nora. Illustrated by Barry Moser. Blue Sky, 1995.

Hest, Amy. In the Rain with Baby Duck. Illustrated by Jill Barton. Candlewick, 1995.

Hughes, Shirley. Alfie Gets in First. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1982.

Hutchins, Pat. Titch. Macmillan, 1971.

Keats, Ezra Jack. The Snowy Day. Viking, 1962.

Kitchen, Bert. Animal Alphabet. Dial, 1984.

Oxenbury, Helen. The Helen Oxenbury Storybook. Knopf, 1985.

Prelutsky, Jack, Ed. Read‑Aloud Rhymes for the Very Young. Illustrated by Marc Brown. Knopf, 1988.

Rathman, Peggy. Goodnight Gorilla. Putnam, 1994.

Rosen, Michael. We're Going on a Bear Hunt. Illustrated by Helen Oxenbury. Macmillan, 1989.

Ward, Cindy. Cookie's Week. Illustrated by Tomie de Paola. Putnam, 1988.

Wells, Rosemary. Edward Unreadyfor School. Dial, 1995.

Williams, Vera B. "More, More, More, " Said the Baby. Greenwillow, 1990.

5, 6, 7 Years


Aardema, Verna. Borreguita and the Coyote. Illustrated by Petra Mathers. Knopf, 1991.

Ahlberg, Janet and Allan Ahlberg. The Jolly Postman. Little, Brown, 1986.

Anno, Mitsumasa. Anno's Counting Book. Crowell, 1977.

Coffelt, Nancy. The Dog Who Cried Wolf. Gulliver, 1995.

Cooney, Barbara. Miss Rumphius. Viking, 1982.

DePaola, Tomie. Strega Nona. Prentice Hall, 1975.

Gershator, Phillis. Rata‑Pata‑Scata‑Fata. Illustrated by Holly Meade. Little, Brown, 1994.

Gray, Libba Moore. Small Green Snake. Illustrated by Holly Meade. Orchard, 1994.

Henkes, Kevin. Owen. Greenwillow, 1993.

Hong, Lily Toy. Two of Everything. Whitman, 1993.

Huck, Charlotte. Princess Furball. Illustrated by Anita Lobel. Greenwillow, 1989.

Hutchins, Pat. The Doorbell Rang. Greenwillow, 1986.

Hyman, Trina Schart. Little Red Riding Hood Holiday House, 1983.

King‑Smith, Dick. All Pigs Are Beautiful. Illustrated by Anita Jeram. Candlewick, 1994.

Lobel, Arnold. Frog and Toad Are Friends. Harper & Row, 1970.

Pomerantz, Charlotte. Here Comes Henny. Illustrated by Nancy Winslow Parker. Greenwillow, 1994.

Prelutsky, Jack, Ed. The Random House Book of Poetry for Children. Illustrated by Arnold Lobel. Random House, 1983.

Sendak, Maurice. Where the Wild Things Are. Harper & Row, 1963.

Silverman, Erica. Don't Fidget a Feather. Illustrated by S.D. Schindler. Macmillan, 1994.

Steig, William. Doctor De Soto. Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1982.

Steptoe, John. Mufaro's Beautiful Daughter: An African Tale. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1987.

Stevens, Janet. Tops and Bottoms. Harcourt Brace, 1995.

Wilder, Laura Ingalls. The Little House in the Big Woods. Illustrated by Garth Williams. Harper & Row, 1953.

Williams, Vera. A Chair for My Mother. Greenwillow, 1982.

Yolen, Jane. Owl Moon. Illustrated by John Schoenherr. Philomel, 1987.

7, 8, 9 Years


Aardema, Verna. Misoso: Once Upon a Time Talesfrom Africa. Illustrated by Reynolds Ruffins. Applesoup, 1994.

Ahlberg, Alan. The Giant Baby. Illustrated by Fritz Wegner. Viking, 1995.

Best, Carrie. Taxi! Taxi! Illustrated by Dale Gottlieb. Little, Brown, 1994.

Buehner, Caralyn  Fanny's Dream. Illustrated by Mark Buehner. Dial, 1996.

Burnett, Francis Hodgson. The Secret Garden. Illustrated by Tasha Tudor. Harper & Row, 1987.

Cameron, Ann. The Most Beautiful Place in the World. Illustrated by Thomas B. Allen. Knopf, 1988.

Cleary, Beverly. Ramona Quimby, Age 8. Illustrated by Alan Tiegreen. Morrow, 1981.

Cole, Joanna. The Magic School Bus Inside the Human Body. Illustrated by Bruce Degen. Scholastic, 1989.

DeRegniers, Beatrice, Schenk, Ed. Sing a Song of Popcorn. Scholastic, 1988.

Doherty, Berlie. Willa and Old Miss Annie. Illustrated by Kim Lewis. Candlewick, 1994.

Fleischman, Sid. The Whipping Boy. Illustrated by Peter Sis. Greenwillow, 1986.

Fritz, Jean. Where Do You Think You're Going, Christopher Columbus? Illustrated by Margot Tomes. Putnam, 1980.

Greenfield, Eloise. Honey I Love and Other Poems. Illustrated by Leo and Diane Dillon. Crowell, 1978.

Grimm, Jacob, and Wilhelm Grimm. Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. Illustrated by Nancy Ekhom. Burkert, Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1972.

Lester, Julius. The Tales of Uncle Remus: The Adventures of Brer Rabbit. Illustrated by Jerry Pinkney. Dial, 1987.

Lewis, C. S. The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe. Illustrated by Pauline Baynes. Macmillan, 1961.

Lisle, Janet Taylor. A Message from the Match Girl. Orchard, 1995.

MacLachlan, Patricia. Sarah, Plain and Tall. Harper & Row, 1985.

McKay, Hilary. Dog Friday. McElderry, 1995.

Osborne, Mary. American Tall Tales. Illustrated by Michael McCurdy. Knopf, 1990.

Rathman, Peggy. Officer Buckle and Gloria. Putnam, 1995.

San Souci, Robert, D. Kate Shelley, Bound for Legend. Illustrated by Max Ginsburg. Dial, 1995.

Stanley, Diane, and Peter Vennema. Cleopatra. Illustrated by Diane Stanley. Morrow, 1994.

Williams, Karen Lynn. Galimoto. Illustrated by Catherine Stock. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1990.

Wolff, Patricia Rae. The Toll‑Bridge Troll. Illustrated by Kimberly Bucken Root. Browndeer, 1995.

PAGE  
2

